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Dear Prof. Zouros, 

with this document we try to bring a clarification on the feasibility of our proposal which sees the 
use of the railway network of Sardinia as valuable connection of the territorial areas of the Park 
Geominerario as required by the EGN Coordination Committee concerning the eight different 
geographical areas belonging to the Geopark, for which the same EGN Coordination expressed 
doubts and concerns already during the revalidation in  2011. 

During the meeting of the EGN Coordination Committee on September 3, 2013 occurred in the 
Geopark Cilento Vallo di Diano, after raising the problem of the eight separate geographical areas 
of which the Sardinian Geopark consist, different suggestions came from the EGN Coordinators to 
the Sardinian delegation as possible solutions to overcome the geographical segmentation of the 
Geopark. Among the different proposed solutions, almost all about tangible or intangible corridors, 
we recognized as the best concrete route to take, the one to underline the corridors among the areas, 
not increasing the whole Geopark area of more than 10 %.  

We found this suggestion excellent even because closely following a running project with the 
Regional Government on the Sardinian rails and trails network. In this regard we propose the 
EGN Coordination Committee to recognize in our Geopark the geomining railway network 
across the eight areas not only as historic-cultural but also as tangible, physical and 
geographical connection among the eight areas. This railway network would underline the 
unitary "physical" jurisdiction of the Geopark and loose the hesitation on the 8 “separated” 
areas. This configuration is clearly justified even in terms of its historical and technical 
reasons. 

Indeed, the Geo-mining Park of Sardinia is still composed of eight geographical areas, as well as 
established by both the ministerial decree of 2001 and the Statute of the Park in 2004 (paragraph 8 
of this letter). Nevertheless we strongly emphasize that the articulation of the park in different areas, 
whose boundaries has been ruled as explained following in point 6, is a sole geographical matter 
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because the whole Geopark is ruled by a single managerial and administrative unit as explained in 
paragraphs 7 and 8. All projects and activities involve and refer at the same time and way to all 
eight areas.  

In the letter of 25 May 2007 in which the Geomining Park of Sardinia was accepted as new EGN 
member, even if the EGN Coordination Committee had already expressed doubts about the 
existence of 8 units of territory “nevertheless, given the recent historical setting of the Parco 
Geominerario, the EGN have agreed to invite you to become a member of the network”. The 
mentioned historical setting is summarized in paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 5 ,6,7, 8. 

Moreover, keeping in mind the fact that the entire surface of Sardinia has been the subject of intense 
research and mining, because of these deep roots, of the procedure in which occurred its recognition 
by UNESCO in 1998 and of its dimensions and structural features we believe that the Sardinian 
Geopark is characterized by a much more complex configuration than the typical of classic 
Geoparks. 

Therefore, we kindly ask the EGN Coordination about the possibility that the Geo-mining Park, 
because of the mentioned peculiarities, some of which are summarized in the following points, to be 
considered in a special way as an exception to the rule with respect to the unique boundaries of the 
Geo-mining Park, also by virtue of its international recognition dating back before the introduction 
of the rule in object. 

However, before facing any kind of discussion or argumentation we believe it is essential to point 
out some objective aspects that characterize the "DNA" of our Geopark, recognized by UNESCO 
(see point 5) and that since its birth constitute its intangible peculiarity. These aspects are 
summarized in the following. 

1. The Geological and Mining Park has deep roots, its establishment is the result of a long 
process that arises from the consciousness of many scholars, enthusiasts, lovers of their 
territory that have realized the value and potentiality of the great technical, scientific and 
cultural heritage represented by the ancient mining activity in Sardinia concerning the whole 
island. 

2. The Autonomous Region of Sardinia, with resolution n. 30/6 of 25.07.1997 (doc. 1), has 
promoted and wanted the constitution of the Geological, Mining Historical and 
Environmental Park of Sardinia. In it are included the Sardinia most important mining sites, 
which appear to be more concentrated in SW Sardinia (Areas Sulcis, Iglesiente, Guspinese-
Arburese) and SE (Areas Sarrabus-Gerrei). 

3. The Autonomous Region of Sardinia has therefore decided to establish the Geological, 
Mining, Historical and Environmental Park of Sardinia and to characterize it by means of 8 
distinct geographical areas (Monte Arci, Orani-Guzzurra-Sos Enattos, Funtana Raminosa, 
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Argentiera-Nura-Gallura, Sarrabus Gerrei, Sulcis, Iglesiente, Arburese-Guspinese), with an 
overall Geopark area of 3,800 square kilometers. 

4. The purpose of the Geological and Mining Park of Sardinia is the protection and 
enhancement of the whole geological and mining heritage of Sardinia. Each area that 
characterizes it, is highly distinctive in relation to the geological, mineralogical, 
petrographic and paleontological aspects, the original mining history and technologies often 
innovative in their international profile. Particular attention is also paid to the historical and 
archaeological aspects of the territory, which is closely related to the mining world. Also 
included are natural resources and environmental restoration aimed at the landscape recover 
of disused mining areas. 

5. The final and current structural configuration of the Geological, Mining, Historical and 
Environmental Park of Sardinia originates from the dossier that the Autonomous Region of 
Sardinia presented to UNESCO in September 1997 in Paris. The dossier, therefore, 
constitutes the fundamental basis of the recognition of the Geological and Mining Park of 
Sardinia, which occurred also in 1997, as "first park in the newly-formed global network 
"Geosite/UNESCO Geoparks by the General Assembly of UNESCO and with the 
unanimous vote of the 170 delegates representing 170 different nations. 

6. The Director of the Division of Earth Sciences, in a note dated 2.12.1997, informed the 
Italian UNESCO Commission that the United Nations Organization for Education, Science 
and Culture, "in judging how excellent was the proposal from the Region of Sardinia, 
decided to consider the Geo-mining, Historical and Environmental Park of Sardinia as the 
first leading example of the new global network of Geosite/Geoparks established during the 
same General Conference. "In addition, "on July 30, 1998, following the positive 
evaluations expressed by an international group of experts, in Paris it was signed the official 
statement of recognition, official formalized with the signing of the "Charter of Cagliari," 
September 30, 1998, in the presence of the highest authorities of UNESCO and the Italian 
Government. 

7. The prospecting for and exploitation of mineral deposits is widespread and heterogeneously 
distributed throughout Sardinia. The Geological, Mining, Historical and Environmental Park 
of Sardinia, as already mentioned, is made up of eight geographical areas distributed like 
"leopard spots" throughout the region. These areas represent the Sardinian areas where the 
mines are more densely concentrated, and represents the synthesis from the historical, 
scientific and technical point of view of all Sardinian mining activity. The sequential 
numbering of the areas is not accidental, but is in chronological order where the exploitation 
of mineral resources is intertwined over time with the evolution of the Mediterranean 
civilizations. The mining activities in Sardinia, in fact, develops, starting from about 9000 
years ago, from the days of the obsidian exploitation in Monte Arci and continues through 
the talc of the Prenuragic populations of Orani, to the copper mines of Funtana Raminosa, 
fundamental for the development of bronze metallurgy in the Nuragic Age. Mining activity 
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continued over time, without interruption, in the Phoenician, Punic and Roman Age with 
various types of extraction (Argentiera-Nura-Gallura) finally finding its highest expression 
in the mining districts of SW Sardinia (Sarrabus-Gerrei, Sulcis, Iglesias, and Guspinese-
Arburese) certainly also relevant in size and significance in the European scale, significantly 
contributing to the development of the industrial revolution. 

8. The Historical and Environmental Geo-mining Park of Sardinia is therefore a 
homogeneous system of intangible assets (historical, scientific, social and natural), in 
consistent relationship with each other that are the peculiarity and the overall identity 
of the park, not to find in other contexts. 

9. Its division into eight geographical areas has been given force of law with the attached 
maps in the Ministerial Decree of 16th October 2001 and in the institution Statute 
approved in March 9, 2004. The Decree and the statute provide the Geo-mining Park of 
Sardinia an unified management, both political with a board of directors that makes 
decisions by majority rule and administrative with a single director for the entire 
administrative organization of the Park. These rules are fixed and can not be changed from 
the leaders of the Geo-mining Park since these rules are closely related to the establishing 
law, therefore no operation can be performed for a different configuration. 

10. The unit context of the mining activity in the whole territory of Sardinia , is also historically 
demonstrated effectively by the multiplicity of mining companies that have come and gone 
over time in the ownership of mining claims. Different mines in different areas belonged to 
the same mining company. 

11. Mining activity concerned whole Sardinia and is intimately related to the birth and 
development of the rail network in Sardinia, thanks also to the need for effective movement 
between different mining areas of materials produced by mining, the movement of workers 
and peoples, timber transport for the industry and the link between different industrial areas. 

12. The various railway tracks throughout Sardinia, as can be seen from the attached 
cartography and historical data, create a physical connection network among the eight 
geographical areas of the Geological, Mining, Historical and Environmental Park of 
Sardinia. It is very clear to see the conjunction role played by the Railways in favor of the 
areas that characterize the Geo-mining Park. This connection is documented by the 
movement of workers, machinery, materials, goods and anything else between the eight 
main areas of Sardinia Mining and to the harbors that constituted, at the beginning of the 
mining history of Sardinia, the one and only source of connection with the rest of the world. 
The link between people, allowed first through the ancient mining "paths" and later through 
railways, roads, and not least the maritime routes, is testified for instance by the Geo-mining 
Park membership to the "The Phoenicians’ Route” one of the European Cultural Itineraries 
Projects accepted by the Council of Europe in 1987. This symbolize the intercultural model 
on which a Mediterranean Cultural Itinerary of the Council of Europe Plan, is based. Even 
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through the findings testifying the first exchanges of Sardinian obsidian with those people 
venturing out in the Mediterranean. 

13. The Geo-Mining Park of Sardinia has already announced that together  with the Regional 
Government is running a study aimed at the protection and enhancement of the rail and trails 
historical-cultural and mining system that during the mining activity represented the 
physical connection across the eight geographical areas of the Geo-mining Park (doc 3). 
That's why in our view the promotion and protection of old railway tracks can fully satisfy 
the EGN need of a single boundary. 

Trusting in your ongoing collaboration, we thank you if you could make suggestions on this 
proposal or alternative proposals to support and greet you warmly. 

Best Regards 

Geol. Francesco Muntoni Ph.D. 

Geol. Roberto Rizzo Ph.D. 

 

 


